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Sri Lanka at a Glance
	Official name:
	Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka

	Government type:
	Republic

	Location:
	Latitude 5° 55. to 9° 50. North, longitude 79° 42. to 81° 52., 650km North of the Equator

	Dimensions:
	430km north to south, 225km east to west

	Coastline:
	1,340km

	Area:
	65,525 Sq.km

	Currency (code):
	Sri Lankan rupee (LKR)

	Independence:
	4 February 1948

	Administrative capital:
	Sri Jayewardenepura

	Commercial capital:
	Colombo

	Administrative divisions:
	9 provinces; Central, North Central, North Eastern, North Western, Sabaragamuwa, Southern, Uva, Western, and Eastern.

	Climate:
	Typically tropical, with a northeast monsoon (December to March) bringing unsettled weather to the north and east, and a southwest monsoon (June to October) bringing bad weather to the south and west

	Highest mountain:
	Pidurutalagala, 2,524m

	Highest waterfall:
	Bambarakanda, 263m

	National parks and nature reserves area:
	8,000sq.km

	Population:
	21 Million

	Population Density:
	309 people per sq km

	
Life Expectancy at Birth
	
74 female, 64 male

	Literacy rate :
	Female 87.9 Male 92.5

	Ethnic groups:
	Sinhalese 73.8%, Sri Lankan Moors 7.2%, Indian Tamil 4.6%, Sri Lankan Tamil 3.9%, other 0.5%, unspecified 10% (2001 census)

	Languages:
	Sinhala (official and national language) 74%, Tamil (national language) 18%, other 8% 
Note: English (a link language commonly) is used in government and spoken competently by about 10% of the population

	Religion:
	Buddhist 69.1%, Muslim 7.6%, Hindu 7.1%, Christian 6.2%, unspecified 10% (2001 census)

	Time zone:
	Sri Lanka Standard Time is five and a half hours ahead of GMT. (Allowance should be made for summer-time changes in Europe.)

	International dialing:
	+94

	Electricity:
	230 . 240 volts, 50 cycles AC. If you travel with a laptop computer bring a stabilizer
.

	Agriculture & products
	Rice, sugarcane, grains, pulses, oilseed, spices, tea, rubber, coconutsm milk, eggs, hides, beef, fish

	Industries:
	Processing of rubber, tea, coconuts, tobacco and other agricultural commodities; telecommunications, insurance, banking; clothing, textiles; cement, petroleum refining.

	Exports:
	Textiles and apparel; tea and spices; diamonds, emeralds, rubies; coconut products, rubber manufactures, fish

	Imports:
	Main import commodities are textile fabrics, mineral products, petroleum, foodstuffs, machinery and transportation equipment: $10.61 billion f.o.b. (2007 est.). Percentage of main commodities from main import partners: India 19.6%, China 10.5%, Singapore 8.8%, Iran 5.7%, Malaysia 5.1%, Hong Kong 4.2%, Japan 4.1% (2006)

	Flag description:
	yellow with two panels; the smaller hoist-side panel has two equal vertical bands of green (hoist side) and orange; the other panel is a large dark red rectangle with a yellow lion holding a sword, and there is a yellow bo leaf in each corner; the yellow field appears as a border around the entire flag and extends between the two panels








Other useful information
1. [bookmark: 3]Are Credit Cards Accepted?
Many hotels and shops accept reputed credit cards. No surcharge should be permitted for its use. Cash advances are possible against Credit Cards in certain banks.
2. At what time do banks close?
Banks keep increasingly flexible hours to suit customer convenience. All banks are opened from 09.00 hrs to 13.00 hrs Monday to Friday. Some city banks close at 15.00 hrs while some others have night banking facilities too. Banks are closed on Saturdays and Sundays, all Public Holidays and on Special bank holidays (June 30th and December 31st). 
[bookmark: 9]The banks at the International Airport are operated 24 hours at departure and arrival as well as some private banks.
3. [bookmark: 10]What are the International Direct Dial (IDD) facilities?
International Direct Dial (IDD) telephone Services are readily available through your hotel, or from the roadside public payphones situated in all parts of Colombo and its Suburbs, and also in several provincial towns, too. There are card-operated payphones. The phone cards are easily obtainable from shops. The minimum cost of a phone card is 100/-. When touring it is best to obtain a phone-card before setting out.
4. [bookmark: 11]What are the languages used?
English is widely used. But the official languages are Sinhala and Tamil.
5. [bookmark: 12]What are the prohibited items to export or import?
Ivory, antiques, living plants, reptiles and living animals are prohibited .Precious stones could be carried with a permit.
6. [bookmark: 13]What can we buy in Sri Lanka?
Beside the traditional tea, gems and spices, tourist can buy some of the most attractively priced garments and crisp linen in Sri Lanka.
7. What is the currency used In Sri Lanka?
Sri Lanka has a decimal currency system. One Sri Lankan rupee is divided into 100 Sri Lankan Cents. Currency notes are in the denominations of Rs. 10/-, Rs. 20/-, Rs. 50/- Rs. 100/- Rs. 200/-, Rs. 500/-, Rs. 1000/- and Rs.2, 000/- denominations are clearly marked in figures on both sides of the notes and stated in English addition to Sinhala and Tamil. Coins commonly in use are of the following denominations:  one Rupee, two Rupees, five Rupees and ten Rupees.

