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EDITORIAL

Dear CATA Members,

As we begin the first quarter of 2026, | am filled with
deep gratitude and renewed optimism. Our shared
journey through 2025 was extraordinary—not simply
because of what we achieved, but because we
achieved it together. Each milestone was made
possible through your dedication, collaboration, and
belief in the power of a united Commonwealth tax
community.

Standing at the threshold of this new year, | am
inspired by what lies ahead. Together with our
Management Committee, Regional Directors, and
Country Correspondents, we are charting a bold and
impactful programme for 2026—one designed to
strengthen tax administration, empower our
professionals, and deepen the bonds that make CATA
a truly collaborative family.

We are also thoughtfully shaping our Work Programme
for the 2026/2027 fiscal period. This process is more
than planning; it is an opportunity to envision the
future we want to build and to align our efforts with
the evolving needs of our member countries. With the
strong foundation laid in 2025, we enter this year not
only with confidence, but with purpose.

This year’s Commonwealth Day theme, “Unlocking
Opportunities Together for a Prosperous
Commonwealth,” resonates deeply with our mission.
At CATA, we believe that opportunity grows where
collaboration thrives. We are committed to unlocking
these opportunities—together—so that every member
can benefit, grow, and contribute to a more
prosperous and resilient Commonwealth.

Our three-year Strategic Plan, launched last year,
continues to shine a guiding light on our path. It
reminds us of who we are, what we value, and what
we are striving to become. As we continue to
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3rd Regional Directors and Country Correspondents
Meeting: 27-28 April 2026

Management Committee Meeting: 29-30 April 2026
CATA 6th E-Invoicing Working Group Webinar (HMRC-
UK Sharing Session) - 28 May 2026

CATA Northern Africa Region Session - “Customer
Engagement - Success Stories and Challenges”- 28 May
2026

CATA's Canada & Caribbean Region knowledge sharing
virtual session on the topic “Artificial Intelligence
(Al): Governance, Enablement and Early Lessons
Learned at the Canada Revenue Agency (CRA).”

CATA Commissioners Connect - 24 June 2026




implement it, we reaffirm our commitment to excellence, innovation, and shared progress.

To all our members: thank you for your energy, your insights, and your unwavering support. The journey
ahead is bright, and | am honoured to walk it alongside you. With unity, purpose, and determination, | am
confident that 2026 will be a transformative year for CATA and for each of us.

Warmest regards,

Dr Esther A.P. Koisin
Executive Director

NEWS FROM THE CATA SECRETARIAT

(Please click on the headlines to view the full
articles on the CATA website)

CATA Cybersecurity Working Group
Kicks Off 2026 Agenda: Practical Path
for Stronger Defences

The CATA Cybersecurity Working Group held its
second virtual call on 15 January 2026. The
session was chaired by Mr Ashvin Luckoo, who
serves as Chair of the CATA Cybersecurity Working
Group and is Section Head in the Information
Systems Department at the Mauritius Revenue
Authority (MRA).He oversees the MOI Data Centre
and cybersecurity functions.

CATA ED Featured on the IGC Website -
New Blog Highlights Commonwealth Tax
Priorities

CATA’s cooperation arrangement with the
International Growth Centre (IGC), formalised in
May 2025, continues to strengthen joint efforts to
advance tax administration and policy
development across the Commonwealth.

As part of this partnership, the IGC invited the

CATA Executive Director to contribute a blog
exploring the key issues shaping tax authorities’
agendas in 2026 and beyond.

CATA Hosts Engaging Webinar on
Zambia’s E-Invoicing Implementation-
28 Jan 2026

CATA recently hosted a highly engaging webinar
session on 28 January 2026 as part of the ongoing
E-Invoicing Working Group, focusing on Zambia’s
progress in implementing its national e-invoicing
system. The session brought together members
and stakeholders for a practical and insightful
discussion on the realities of e-invoicing
implementation in the region.

Strengthening Tax Education &

Compliance Across the Caribbean: CATA

Co Hosts Successful Regional Workshop

On 4th February CATA was delighted to co-deliver
a fascinating virtual workshop on developing
taxpayers’ education, encouraging tax morale

and increasing compliance. This workshop was
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the first in the Caribbean Tax Outreach
programme, a collaboration between CATA, the

Caribbean Community/ Caribbean Organisation of

Tax Administrators (CARICOM/COTA), the Inter-
American Center of Tax Administrations (CIAT),
the International Monetary Fund/ Caribbean
Regional Technical Assistance Centre
(IMF/CARTAC), the Organisation for Economic Co-
operation and Development (OECD) and World
Bank Group (WBG).

Northern Africa Peer Learning Session

Showcases Digital Transformation
Progress from Rwanda and Kenya

Australia and Canada Share
Cryptocurrency Audit Strategies — A
CATA Webinar Overview

On 11 February 2026, the Commonwealth
Association of Tax Administrators (CATA)
convened a timely webinar featuring
representatives from the Australian Taxation
Office (ATO) and the Canada Revenue Agency
(CRA), who shared their respective approaches to
auditing cryptocurrency and digital assets. This
session formed part of CATA's ongoing initiatives
to strengthen international tax administration
capabilities in response to the rapidly evolving
digital and decentralised financial landscape.

CATA hosted the latest Northern Africa
Experience Sharing Programme session on 12
February 2026, focusing on accelerating digital
transformation. Colleagues from Rwanda and
Kenya offered compelling insights into their
experiences  with  digital transformation,
including the rapid introduction of large-scale
compliance administration simplification
processes, the innovative introduction of digital
ambassadors to improve digital reach, and the
uses of Al. The presentations were very valuable
in sharing both the opportunities and challenges
of digital transformation.

CATA Senior Leadership Programme

Phase 3 Concludes Successfully in

London

In February, CATA hosted delegates from
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numerous member countries in London for the
third and final phase of the CATA Senior
Leadership Programme (SLP) 2025/26. The
programme culminated in a closing event at
Marlborough House, where CATA Executive
Director Dr. Esther Koisin and senior leaders from
HMRC congratulated delegates on their
achievements.

Connect:  Collective
Leadership, Digital Readiness &
Strategic Enforcement Across the
Commonwealth - 17 March 2026

Commissioners

The March 2026 Commissioners Connect convened
tax leaders from across the Commonwealth for a
dynamic and forward-looking discussion on
building Future Ready Tax Administrations.

NEWS FROM OUR MEMBERS
By CATA Country Correspondents

(Please click on the given headlines links to
view the full articles on the CATA website)

BARBADOS

M

Barbados’ Revenue Authority Engages Tax
Professionals at Annual Tax Event: The Barbados
Revenue Authority joined the Institute of
Chartered Accountants of Barbados on February

10, 2026 for their Annual Tax Update, bringing
together tax professionals, business leaders, and
stakeholders for a review of current and emerging
tax matters.

Barbados Highlights SIDS Realities at Global Tax
Conference in Tokyo: Barbados brought a clear
and practical perspective to the global stage at
the Platform for Collaboration on Tax (PCT): Tax
and Development Conference, held in Tokyo from
March 2-3, 2026.

Barbados Highligshts Women for International
Women’s Day: The Barbados Revenue Authority
reflected on International Women’s Day and this
year’s theme, “Give to Gain,” we are reminded
that when women uplift, encourage, and support
one another, we all benefit and grow stronger
together.

CANADA

hed

Canada Revenue Agency Tax Tips: Staying Safe,
Filing Simply, and Understanding Life’s
Milestones: Through its ongoing series of online
tax tips, the Canada Revenue Agency (CRA) seeks
to provide Canadians with the up-to-date
information they need to benefit fully from
Canada’s tax system and protect themselves from
potential threats.

FlJI

| L Fiji Signs Multilateral

1 S Convention on Mutual
o Administrative Assistance in

Tax Matters (MAAC) to Tackle
Tax Evasion and Avoidance: On 15 January 2026,
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Fiji signed the Multilateral Convention on Mutual
Administrative Assistance in Tax Matters (MAAC)
in Paris, becoming the 152nd jurisdiction to join.

Fiji_ Removed from European Union Blacklist
Following Comprehensive Tax Reforms: On 17
February 2026, the EU Code of Conduct Group
announced its update to the EU list of non-
cooperative jurisdictions for tax purposes.

JAMAICA

=

Jamaica Provides Targeted Tax Relief Following
Hurricane Melissa: In response to the impact of
the Category 5 Hurricane Melissa, the
Government  of Jamaica, through Tax
Administration Jamaica (TAJ), introduced a
targeted tax relief measure to support employees
affected by the disaster.

Jamaica Advances Digital Transformation with
Major TAJ System Upgrades: In March 2026, Tax
Administration Jamaica (TAJ) launched two major
initiatives to modernize its digital infrastructure:

an upgrade of its Enterprise Portal and a
comprehensive enhancement of its core Revenue
Administration Information System (RAIS).

KENYA

Adopting Agent Model to Expand
KRA’s Reach, Deepen Tax Compliance Among
Small Taxpayers: Improving compliance among
taxpayers is a major concern for governments
around the world. Tax administrations globally
are at a pivotal moment, as modern technology
reshapes the tax ecosystem and elevates the
importance of taxpayer support service in
promoting compliance.

LESOTHO

_Revenue Services Lesotho Hosts

Liberia Revenue Authority for VAT
Implementation Study Tour: Revenue Services
Lesotho (RSL) hosted a four-day Value Added Tax
(VAT) implementation study tour for the Liberia
Revenue Authority (LRA) from 23rd to 26th
February, 2026 in Maseru, Lesotho.

nevenus ey : i o
Services (. .j Services Services

’:’\\ Revenue Revenue 2 Revenue
2ps Services

MAURITIUS
I

IMF TADAT Assessment at the MRA: The Mauritius
Revenue Authority (MRA) recently underwent a
Tax Administration Diagnostic Assessment Tool
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(TADAT) evaluation conducted by a team from the
International Monetary Fund (IMF).

New Zealand’s One-Page Compliance Strategy:
IRD-NZ recently designed and issued a one-page
compliance strategy to our people built on four
key themes - our risk picture, the customer

connection, targeted interventions, and
capability growth.
NIGERIA

Beyond Rebranding-The Strategic Significance of
Nigeria’s Move from FIRS to NRS: Nigeria’s
ongoing tax reforms represent one of the most
significant efforts in decades to reshape how
government raises and manages revenue. A
prominent outcome of these reforms is the
transition from the Federal Inland Revenue
Service (FIRS) to the Nigeria Revenue Service
(NRS).

PAPUA NEW GUINEA

PNG’s Path to Global Compliance: Papua New
Guinea is advancing its commitment to
international standards through the
implementation of the Automatic Exchange of
Financial Account Information (AEOI) under the
OECD’s Common Reporting Standard (CRS).

IRC Unveils Digital Transformation Strategy 2026-
2028 to Strengthen Revenue Administration and
Improve Taxpayer Services Port Moresby | 18

February 2026

IRC Strengthens Tax Crime Capability Through
Collaboration with Australian Taxation Office: On
6 March 2026 - The Internal Revenue Commission
(IRC) yesterday awarded certificates to seventeen
officers, following the successful completion of a
two-week Criminal Tax Investigation Training
Programme delivered in partnership with the
Australian Taxation Office(ATO) under the Tax
Inspectors Without Borders(TWIB)

RWANDA

I

Rwanda implements the Automatic Exchange of
Information for tax purposes: Rwanda has become
the latest African country to implement the
Automatic Exchange of Financial Account
Information (AEOI) with other countries and
partner jurisdictions, a move expected to
enhance tax transparency and curb evasion and
avoidance.

SRI LANKA

LR

“Sri  Lanka Inland
Strengthens Capacity,
Institutional Collaboration”

Revenue Department
Leadership, and
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NEWS FROM OUR MEMBERS WEBSITES

(Please click on the given headline links to view the
full articles on the members website)

FRCS Empowers Fiji’s Digital
Entrepreneurs with Tax and Customs Training:
FRCS is stepping up its support for the country’s
fast growing digital economy with delivery of
specialised tax and customs awareness sessions
for online entrepreneurs, freelancers, content
creators, and tech enabled businesses.

THE GAMBIA

Commissioner General and
Delegation Attends 12th West African Union of
Tax Institute (WAUTI) Annual Conference in
Mbour, Senegal

INDIA

&

Governments of India and France sign the
Amending Protocol to amend the India-France
Double Taxation Avoidance Convention

MALDIVES

MIRA collects MVR 2.80 Billion in
Revenue for February 2026

SIERRA LEONE

_ NRA Commissioner General

Leads Global Push on Tax and Gender at UN Tax
committee session: presenting a strategic
workplan at the 32nd Session of the United
Nations Committee of Experts on International
Cooperation in Tax Matters.

Dr Esther Koisin

Rasmita Patro
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